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4. The first Macy's Thanksgiving Day 
Parade didn't feature any balloons. 

If you can't imagine the Macy's 
Thanksgiving Day Parade without giant 
floats featuring your favorite characters, 
you'd barely recognize the first parade in 
the early 1920s. It did have puppets riding 
the iconic floats, as well as singers and 
celebrities and of course, Santa Claus. 
That said, when the Thanksgiving parade 
made its big debut in 1924, it did have 
something that might be even crazier than 
balloons: animals from the Central Park 
Zoo. 

5. A Thanksgiving mix-up inspired the 
first TV dinners. 

In 1953, a Swanson employee accidentally 
ordered a colossal shipment of Thanksgiving 
turkeys (260 tons, to be exact). To deal with 
the excess, salesman Gerry Thomas took 
inspiration from the prepared foods served 
on airplanes. He came up with the idea of 
filling 5,000 aluminum trays with the turkey 
– along with cornbread dressing, gravy, peas 
and sweet potatoes to complete the offering. 
The 98-cents meals were a hit, especially 
with kids and increasingly busy households.  
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November Birthdays 
 

Thankfulness is what many of us think of in 
November. And what’s not to be thankful about our 
November Birthday Babies. One will even reach 
100 this year! Our November Birthday Babies are:  
Callum Morales—November 2; Marcia I—
November 3; Patty Kier—November 4; Dustin 
Harris—November 7 and (Celebrating 100 
Years…) Helen S—November 22. What a month! 
As always, our birthday celebrators have a little 
famous company.  
 

Will Rogers (cowboy) – Nov. 4, 1879 
Vivien Leigh (actress) – Nov. 5, 1913 
Carl Sagan (astronomer) – Nov. 9, 1934 
Tracy Morgan (comedian) – Nov. 10, 1968 
Charles, Prince of Wales (royal) – Nov. 14, 1948  
RuPaul (model) – Nov. 17, 1960 
David Ortiz (ballplayer) – Nov. 18, 1975 
Goldie Hawn (actress) – Nov. 21, 1945 
Robin Roberts (journalist) – Nov. 23, 1960 
Charles Schulz (cartoonist) – Nov. 26, 1922 
Chadwick Boseman (actor) – Nov. 29, 1976 
 

Super Tuesdays 
Election Day in the United States always falls 
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of 
November. In 1792, federal law allowed states 
to vote at any time within a 34-day period 
before the first Wednesday in December.  
Most states chose an early date in November 
because the fall harvest season had ended  
and the harsh winter weather had not yet begun. 

Also, the counting of election results would coincide 
with the new calendar year. In an agrarian society, a 
Tuesday election also allowed voters to attend 
church on Sundays, spend Monday traveling to the 
polls, and then make it back to their farmer’s 
markets on Wednesday to sell produce. It wasn’t until 
1845 that Congress mandated the entire country 
vote on a uniform day so that the elections of one 

state could not influence those of another. While 
the Tuesday date has stood for decades,  
it is not without controversy. Some people 
argue that holding elections on a workday 
precludes certain workers from voting. Some 
states have responded by making Election Day a 
holiday, while others continue to lobby for 
Election Day to be moved to a Saturday. 
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Fun Thanksgiving Facts 
 

1. The first Thanksgiving was actually a three-
day affair. 

Hunker down for a bit of the rich history of Thanksgiving. 
Today, Thanksgiving takes place over one decadent day —
 maybe two if you count Black Friday history. But the 
original Pilgrims really went all out. In November 1621, the 
settlers' first corn harvest proved so successful, Governor 
William Bradford reportedly invited the Plymouth 
colonists' Native American allies to enjoy the fruits of their 
labor. Members of the Wampanoag tribe came bearing food 
to share. They had so much bounty, the revelers decided to 
extend the affair. 

2. Colonists and Native Americans may not 
have had turkey at their feast. 

While most of us enjoy turkey as the centerpiece of our 
table, no one can say for sure whether it was even on the 
menu back in 1621. However, the original guests did 
indulge in other foods like lobster, seal and swan. The 
Wampanoag also reportedly brought five deer to the 
celebration. If you also enjoy venison at your table, 
consider yourselves perfectly aligned with a longstanding 
tradition. 

3. Part of Plymouth, Mass., looks just as it did 
in the 17th century. 

If you want to see what Thanksgiving was really like back in 
the 1600s, the historic attraction Plymouth (or Plimoth) 
Plantation stays true to its historic roots. You can even 
celebrate Thanksgiving at the site, which is modeled after a 
colonist's home and a Wampanoag site. Guests and 
members can order advance tickets (which include two-day 
admission) to attend a Thanksgiving dinner. The table-
groaning feast features authentic courses like a corn 
pudding and fish fricassee, tales of colonial life and old-
timey songs.                                                        Continued on page 4     
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Miss Helen will be celebrating her 

100th Birthday, November 22nd. 

Please join us after lunch for her Centennial Celebration! 


